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was disturbance and uncertainty. It had been im-
possible for him to assimilate his English Earldom
with the chieftainship of the O'Neils, His hesi-
tating attempts to be a loyal vassal of the Saxons had
yielded to the pressure of local patriotism; he had
intrigued and rebelled; he had become the client of
Philip of Spain. More than once the English had
held him at their mercy, had accepted his submission,
and had reinstated him in his honours and his lands.
More than once, after trading on their fluctuating
policies of severity and moderation, he had treacher-
ously turned against them the power and the
influence which their protection had enabled him
to acquire. Personal animosities had been added
to public feuds. He had seduced the sister of
Sir Henry Bagenal, had carried her off and married
her, in spite of her brother's teeth; she had died in
misery; and Sir Henry, advancing with his army to
meet the rebel at the Blackwater, had been defeated
and killed. After such a catastrophe, it seemed
certain that the only possible issue was an extreme
one. This time the English Government would
admit no compromise, and Tyrone must be finally
crushed. But Tyrone's own view was very different;
he was averse from extremity; he lingered vaguely
in Ulster; the old system of resistance, bargaining,
compromise, submission, and reconciliation, which
had served him so often, might very well prove useful
once again.

But one thing was clear: if the English Govern-